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SUBJECT: CCD - 688TH PLENARY MEETING, FEBRUARY 17, 1976 

SUMMARY: US, USSR, AND MEXICO SPOKE AT OPENING 
MEETING OF 1976 CCD SESSION FEB 17. MARTIN (US) 

CALLED ON CCD TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO COMPLETE NEGOTIATIONS 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION CONVENTION AND PROPOSED 
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF CCD PROCEDURES. ROSHCHIN (USSR) 

SAID IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR CCD TO HOLD INFORMAL 
MEETINGS WITH EXPERTS TO CONSIDER SOVIET UNGA PROPOSAL 
FOR CONVENTION BANNING NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. 

HE RECALLED SOVIET INITIATIVE CONCERNING GENERAL AND 
COMPLETE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS, INSISTING 
THAT ALL NUCLEAR- WEAPON STATES PARTICIPATE IN ANY 
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COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN. ROSHCHIN ALSO CALLED FOR 
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COMPLETION OF NEGOTIATION OF ENMOD CONVENTION BEFORE 
1976 UNGA. MEXICAN FOREIGN MINISTER GARCIA ROBLES, 

ATTENDING OPENING WEEK OF CCD, CALLED ON CCD TO ADAPT 

ITS PRIORITIES TO UNGA RESOLUTIONS AND PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT 

OF SUBCOMMITTEE TO DEAL WITH MAJOR ISSUES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MARTIN (US) SAID CCD SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT DURING 
1976 TO CONCLUDE NEGOTIATION OF A CONVENTION ON THE 
PROHIBITION OF MILITARY AND OTHER HOSTILE USES OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL WARFARE. RECALLING IDENTICAL DRAFTS 
SUBMITTED LAST YEAR BY US AND USSR, MARTIN IDENTIFIED 
FOUR GENERAL AREAS OF CONCERN THAT HAD EMERGED FROM 
DISCUSSIONS TO DATE: DEFINITION OF PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES, 
PROVISIONS FOR ASSURING COMPLIANCE, RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
CONVENTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROVISIONS OF PROTOCOLS 
UNDER DISCUSSION AT DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON LAWS OF WAR. AND 
IMPLICATIONS OF CONVENTION FOR CONDUCT AND POSSIBLE 
INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF PEACEFUL USES OF ENMOD 
TECHNIQUES. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THESE QUESTIONS 

WOULD BE DISCUSSED IN DETAIL DURING SPRING SESSION. 

2. MARTIN ALSO PROPOSED THAT CCD UNDERTAKE A COMPREHENSIVE 
REVIEW OF ALL ITS PROCEDURES DURING 1976, SUGGESTING 

THAT THIS BE CARRIED OUT IN A SERIES OF INFORMAL MEETINGS. 

HE SAID IF REVIEW LED TO DECISIONS ON CHANGES IN 
PROCEDURES, IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO CODIFY ALL 
PROCEDURES IN A SINGLE SET OF RULES. IN PROPOSING 
REVIEW, MARTIN EMPHASIZED UNIQUE ROLE OF CCD AS 
MULTILATERAL DISARMAMENT FORUM AND NEED TO ASSURE THAT 
ANY CHANGES GENUINELY CONTRIBUTE TO COMMITTEE'S 
EFFECTIVENESS. 

3. ROSHCHIN (USSR) RECALLED USSR'S 1975 UNGA RESOLUTION 
CALLING ON CCD TO NEGOTIATE CONVENTION TO PROHIBIT 
DEVELOPMENT OF NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION (MDW) 

AND REVIEWED PROVISIONS OF SOVIET DRAFT CONVENTION. HE 
NOTED NEED TO DEFINE SPECIFIC CATEGORIES OF WEAPONS TO 
BE BANNED, STATING SOVIET READINESS TO TAKE PART IN 
DETAILED EXAMINATION OF QUESTION DURING CCD NEGOTIATIONS. 

HE SAID CONSIDERATION OF MDW ISSUES WOULD REQUIRE 
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HOLDING INFORMAL MEETINGS WITH EXPERTS IN WHICH SOVIET 
EXPERTS WOULD PARTICIPATE. 

4. ROSHCHIN ALSO REVIEWED SOVIET PROPOSAL AT 1975 
UNGA FOR A TREATY ON GENERAL AND COMPLETE PROHIBITION 
OF NUCLEAR- WEAPON TESTS. HE MAINTAINED THAT ALL 
NUCLEAR- WEAPON STATES MUST PARTICIPATE IN SUCH A TREATY. 
REJECTING PROPOSALS CALLING ONLY ON SOME NWS TO DECLARE A 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


MORATORIUM OR SUSPEND TESTS. SUCH PROPOSALS, HE SAID, 

CREATE UNILATERAL ADVANTAGES FOR SOME STATES, VIOLATE 
PRINCIPLE THAT DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS MUST NOT DIMINISH 
ANYONE'S SECURITY, AND THEREFORE "ARE CLEARLY DOOMED 
TO FAILURE." ROSHCHIN ALSO ARGUED THAT VERIFICATION 
OF A TEST BAN SHOULD BE BASED ON NATIONAL TECHNICAL 
MEANS SUPPLIEENTED BY EXCHANGE OF SEISMIC DATA. RECALLING 
THAT UNGA RESOLUTION ENVISAGED ESTABLISHMENT OF 
NEW BODY FOR NEGOTIATION OF GENERAL TEST BAN, ROSHCHIN 
SAID CCD SHOULD CONTINUE ITS OWN WORK ON SUBJECT IN 
ORDER TO "FACILITATE PROGRESS." 

5. ROSHCHIN REFERRED BRIEFLY TO ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION, 
EMPHASIZING DESIRABILITY OF BANNING HOSTILE USE OF ENMOD 
TECHNIQUES BEFORE THEY BECOME MILITARILY FEASIBLE. HE 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT CCD WOULD EXAMINE AND CONCLUDE 
CONVENTION AND SUBMIT IT TO 1976 UNGA. 

6. GARCIA ROBLES (MEXICO) REVIEWED IN DETAIL 1975 

UNGA RESOLUTIONS ON NUCLEAR- WEAPON-FREE ZONES AND ON 
SALT. HE ALSO NOTED ESTABLISHMENT OF AD HOC COMMITTEE 
TO REVIEW DISARMAMENT ROLE OF UN AND RESOLUTION CALLING 
ON CCD TO REAPPRAISE ITS TASKS AND DUTIES IN ORDER TO 
ACCELERATE PACE OF ITS WORK, SAYING THAT "IF THE 
COMMITTEE IS INTERESTED IN PRESERVING ITS EXISTENCE" 

IT SHOULD NOT REPORT TO THE 1976 UNGA "EMPTY-HANDED." 

GARCIA ROBLES CALLED ON CCD TO ADJUST ITS WORK TO 
PRIORITIES ESTABLISHED BY UNGA, WITH HIGHEST PRIORITY 
TO CTB AND SECOND TO CHEMICAL WEAPONS. HE ALSO NOTED 
NEED TO CONSIDER ENMOD AND MDW. HE CALLED FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
OF SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, ALONG LINES OF 1975 
EXPERTS GROUP ON NUCLEAR- WEAPON-FREE ZONES, TO CARRY 
OUT SPECIFIC TASKS BEFORE THE CCD THIS YEAR. GARCIA 
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ROBLES DEPARTED FROM WRITTEN TEXT AT ONE POINT TO REJECT 
SOVIET ASSERTION THAT TEXT BAN WITHOUT ALL NWS WOULD 
DIMINISH ANY COUNTRY'S SECURITY. 

7. NEXT PLENARY MEETING THURSDAY, FEB 19. DALE 
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